
ÅThis is a virtual tour of Prince Georgeôs Historic Downtown. It includes both 

historic and recent photographs to illustrate the differences between Prince 

Georgeôs past and present. 

ÅThe Downtown Walking Tours are a free drop in program that meet at the 

Information Desk of the Bob Harkins Branch at the Prince George Public 

Library every Tuesday and Thursday at 11am from July 2nd until August 27th. 

ÅPrivate and seated tours are available for bookings any time throughout the 

summer months. 
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ÅThe route begins at the library and heads towards City Hall, then continues 

up George Street and 3rd Avenue. We then finish our tour on Quebec Street.  
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ÅThis is the Bob Harkins branch of the Prince George Public Library; the 

Nechako branch is in the Hart. 

ÅThis branch was named after the late Bob Harkins in 2001.  

ÅBob Harkins was a library trustee, city councillor, broadcaster, local 

community volunteer and an avid library supporter. 

ÅThe library was designed by Graham Tudor as the final result of an 

architectural competition and it was completed in 1981. 
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ÅThe Civic Centre Plaza was completed in 1994; this area includes the Civic 

Centre, the Four Seasons Pool and the Two Rivers Art Gallery. 

ÅPreviously the Civic Centre Plaza, the plaza was renamed the Canada 

Games Plaza in 2015 when Prince George hosted the Canada Winter 

Games.   
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ÅPrince George is situated on the traditional territory of the Lheidli Tôenneh, a 

Carrier nation whose name means óPeople of Two Riversô ï those rivers 

being the Fraser and the Nechako, which intersect northeast of the 

downtown. 

ÅThe Lheidli Tôenneh are the earliest known residents of the region and their 

village was located where Lheidli Tôenneh Memorial Park ï previously Fort 

George Park ï is located. 

Å In 1807 explorer Simon Fraser founded Fort George while exploring the 

Fraser river.  

Å In 1911 the Grande Trunk Pacific Railway purchased the land.  

ÅBy 1913 the Lheidli village was cleared and its people relocated to a 

reservation near Shelley.  
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ÅLheidli= ñwhere the two rivers flow togetherò 

ÅTôenneh=ñthe peopleò  

ÅRecent archeological evidence found in the region dates their residency 

back 7,500-9000 years.  

ÅSeveral clans make up the Lheidli Tôenneh people: Frog (Lasilyoo), Bear 

(Sus), Grouse (óUtsut), and Beaver (Tsa).  

Å In 1793 Alexander Mackenzie during his second voyage to the Pacific 

Ocean, made contact with the Lheidli Tôenneh people.  

ÅIn 2015 the Lheidli Tôenneh were the official co-hosts of the Canada Winter 

Games that were Prince George Februrary 13th- March 1st. 

ÅJune 2015 Fort George Park was renamed óLheidli Tôenneh Memorial Parkô 

to commemorate the village that was once situated in the area. 
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ÅPrince George became a municipality on March 6th 1915. 

ÅShortly after, W.G. Gillett was elected as the first mayor.  

ÅThe name of the town was voted on and Prince George won over Fort 

George 153 votes to 13.  
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ÅPrince George was named so for three reasons:  

1. To permanently distinguish Prince George from the other Fort 

Georgeôs along the railway line. 

2. Named after King George V, formerly known as Prince Edward prior 

to his coronation.  

3. Also named for King George Vôs fourth child, who never visited the 

city before his death in 1942. 
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ÅThe current population of Prince George is approximately 76,000 people.  

ÅIt is known as British Columbiaôs northern capital, with the main industry 

being forestry. 

ÅThe University of Northern British Columbia is the first new university to be 

built in Canada in over 25 years. 

ÅFounded in 1990 it celebrates its 25th anniversary this year.  

ÅThis year marks Prince Georges centennial, celebrating the 100th 

anniversary of the city. 

ÅNow weôll head off into some of our tour stops. 
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ÅThis piece of art is the result of the combined effort of two local Lheidli 

Tôenneh artists; it speaks about the history and land of our city. 

ÅRobert Frederick crafted this canoe out of a cottonwood tree, he the carved 

a representation of an ancestral oral legend passed onto him by his Elders. 

ÅJennifer Pighin completed the tile portion in 2011 and the canoe was placed 

in 2012. 

ÅThe name means óshowing respectô in Carrier and the legend is one that 

speaks of respect and responsibility. 

ÅThere are eleven life-size regional fish on this art piece:  White Sturgeon, 

Pink Salmon, Northern Pike Minnow, Burbot, Rainbow Trout, Bull Trout, 

Sockeye Salmon, Coho Salmon, Long Nose Sucker, Short Nose Sucker, 

and Chinook Salmon. 
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